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Letters to the editor 
Discrimination? 
Brother Paul A. Nigh's article "We Be 
Brethren" (September 10) causes me to go 
to bat for the word "discrimination." 
According to the article it is a most subtle 
and vicious disease or affliction. 
This very common concept has long 
been of interest to me because I have al-
ways thought discriminating people were 
those whose thoughts and actions were 
determined by acute discernment. Since 
words are the result of cultural develop-
ment, I looked up "discrimination" in 
Webster's 1947 dictionary. It said, "That 
which discriminates; a mark of distinc-
tion. The quality of being discriminating; 
faculty of being nicely distinguishing. A 
distinction, as in treatment; esp., an unfair 
or injurious distinction." Synonyms listed 
were: discernment, penetration, distinc-
tion, acumen. Note the lesser significance 
given the injurious connotation. 
I checked the same word in the 1973 
edition of the Random House Dictionary 
and found the emphasis reversed. It said, 
" t reatment or consideration of, a making 
of a distinction in favor of or against, a 
person or thing based on the group, class, 
or category to which that person or thing 
belongs rather than on merit: racial and 
religious intolerance and discrimination." 
The positive meanings were listed last with 
no synonyms given. Twenty-six years have 
demonstrated how dictionaries keep up 
with popular usage. 
Then I thought if discrimination is such 
an evil, indiscrimination must be good, so I 
looked it up. It was defined as a "quality 
or condition of being indiscriminate," 
which means "haphazard, not kept apart 
or divided; jumbled." It would seem that if 
words mean anything, to be guilty of dis-
crimination is to be guilty of a pernicious 
evil, and to be guilty of indiscrimination is 
to be mixed, haphazard, and jumbled. 
Brother Nigh has a valid concern about 
a real social evil. But as is so often the case 
in current consideration of the problem, he 
comes close to an indiscriminate use of the 
term. It would be a good thing for us to be 
sure we have adequate "discrimination" in 
our decisions as to what to condemn as 
"discrimination." 
Millard Herr 
Alta Loma, CA 
Correction: 
In the "paste up" of the article "On Not 
Sinning" (October 10) the conclusion of 
the article came too early as I am certain 
many readers discovered. If the two sub-
points "Some Dangers" and "Conclu-
sion" were placed at the end of the article 
in that order the manuscript would be in 
proper sequence: I am very sorry for this 
error and apologize to author Gene Chase 
for confusing the readers of this very fine 
article. Editor. 
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From the Editor 
In the schedule of pu t t ing an issue toge ther this co lumn 
usual ly c o m e s between the compi l ing of everything else 
and the wri t ing of the ed i tor ia l . F r o m this perspect ive I 
reflect on this issue and feel good a b o u t the conten ts . T h e 
qual i ty of the ar t ic les and the b r e a d t h of the topics should 
m a k e g o o d read ing . 
Let m e c o m m e n t briefly on one a r t i c l e—the brief ar t ic le 
on p a g e s e v e n — " W h a t Chr i s t H a s J o i n e d . " 
T h e e m p l o y m e n t of a f r iend of ours took h im and his 
fami ly to an a r e a where the re was no Bre thren in Chr i s t 
congrega t ion . H e , with his f ami ly identified with a church 
of the Wes l eyan t r ad i t i on . A f t e r a per iod of t ime and 
fel lowship, s o m e of the m e m b e r s of this church c a m e to 
ou r f r iend and said, " W e would l ike to have a feet-wash-
ing service. W o u l d you l ike to show us how to observe 
th is?" 
This , of course , is no t an isolated incident of a g rowing 
in teres t wi thin the Chr i s t i an c o m m u n i t y in finding mean-
ing in fo l lowing this c o m m a n d of ou r L o r d . W h a t I find 
a l m o s t beyond belief is tha t a m o n g Brethren in Chr i s t 
t he re has been a de l ibe ra te neglect of this pract ice. I 
recent ly learned tha t one of ou r larger congrega t ions 
observed, du r ing this past yea r , this p rac t ice for the first 
t ime in 20 years . I a m surely encou raged by the revival of 
the p rac t i ce by tha t congrega t ion but a m f r ank ly dis-
m a y e d at t he 20 yea r s of neglect . 
I e n c o u r a g e the read ing of H a r o l d S ide r ' s ar t icle and as 
well t he re tu rn t o this N e w T e s t a m e n t prac t ice where, for 
wha tever reason , it has been neglected . 
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Editorial 
The Other Commandment 
C H R I S T I A N S are rightly disturbed with the media's 
obsession with sex and violence. Reflecting their own 
bankruptcy of creative ideas and motivated solely by the 
ratings, television producers will stop at nothing to gain a 
point on the rating scale. So taking advantage of man's 
depravity they feed their audience a diet of sex and 
violence. 
Publishers of magazines, paperbacks and tabloids allow 
themselves to be caught in the same obsession with sex. A 
sizeable section of most newsstands is devoted to a coterie 
of magazine publishers who seek to outdo each other in 
explicitness and perversions. 
Only by the most radical isolation can we and our chil-
dren escape the impact of the media. Our ideals and values 
are affected by these influences. Subtly the ideals of 
morality and the sacredness of sex and marriage are 
eroded. Life becomes cheap and we become insensitive as 
family entertainment invariably involves someone being 
pushed off a cliff or gunned down in a running battle. 
So the sixth and the seventh commandments are flag-
rantly disregarded on the television screen and in much of 
the print media as ratings and profile and magazine sales 
become the ultimate criteria. 
The one saving factor in all of this is a general aware-
ness of these emphases and the degrading influences which 
they bring. We may struggle with how to respond to these 
influences but the peril is recognized and that may well be 
half the battle. 
There is also the tenth commandment which is equally 
disregarded in the media. We are constantly urged to 
covet. Where the TV programs capitalize on sex and 
violence, the TV commercials major on covetousness. The 
peril here is two-fold. First, covetousness is in the Bible a 
sin just as are adultery and murder. Second, it is not com-
monly recognized as sin. Indeed, a person's desire for 
more is often seen as a virtue. 
Jesus on several occasions warned against our desire for 
material possessions and our concern for things. He spoke 
about the peril of laying up treasures on earth. He used 
the parable of the rich fool to illustrate the utter folly of 
measuring the good life in terms of things. 
The Apostle Paul lists covetousness among the 
evidences of fallenness in man (Romans 1:29). In 
Ephesians 5:5 and Colossians 3:5 Paul equates covetous-
ness with idolatry which was the sin of sins in the Old 
Testament. Covetousness is the desire for more. 
Every ten or fifteen minutes on television and page after 
page in the magazine we are subjected to the temptation to 
desire more—to be dissatisfied with what we have, be it 
cereal, home furnishings, car, clothes or detergents. I do 
not find advertising the unmitigated evil that some do, for 
it does offer a degree of needed information, but it does 
present a temptation which is just as real as the sex-
oriented scene. 
The beer and wine commercials are not necessarily 
the most dangerous commercials on television or in our 
magazines. The suggestions that a tired marriage can be 
saved by Geritol or a romance sparked by the right tooth-
paste or proper deodorant would be amusing if they were 
not so falacious. It is the girl with the beautiful hair that 
gets the man and the man with the new car that gets the 
girl. And in the case of the car there needs to be no money 
down and one can go now and pay later, thanks to the easy 
loans and the credit manager who just hates to say, " N o . " 
I suspect that what the "soap operas" are to our 
society's obsession with sex and scandal, the game shows 
are to our covetousness. We are there vicariously with the 
winner of a stage full of prizes and the key to a new car. 
We are not calling for the burning of our TVs or the dis-
continuance of our magazines or newspapers. We do not 
discount the degrading influence of the media in the area of 
sex and violence. The point is simply this: while we are 
aware of the threat of the media to the sixth and the 
seventh commandments we are not as alert to the glori-
fication of materialism which comes to us through the 
media. We need to be alert to the very real threat to the 
tenth commandment. 
An awareness of the danger is half the battle. The 
remaining part of the battle can be won as the family and 
the church deal realistically with society's and the media's 
constant bombardment on the biblical and Christian atti-
tudes towards sex, marriage, violence, and materialism. 
The family still remains the strongest influence upon the 
children. When the home reflects a healthy marriage and a 
proper attitude towards sex and morality the tawdry sex of 
the TV screen or the slick magazine will be seen for what it 
is. 
The paren ta l react ion to the violence in our 
society—whether from the radicals or the conserva-
tives—will place the violence on TV in its proper perspec-
tive. I believe that the natural and unstructured conversa-
tion at the dinner table is more influential than the script 
writers or the name actors. 
The values which parents hold relating to material pos-
sessions will in the end be more influential than the media. 
But we need to be conscious of the subtle influence not only 
on the minds and lives of our children but on our own. In 
this respect we need to be as aware of the commericals as 
we are of the program. 
Z 
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Roger C. Sider 
P R O B A B L Y everyone alive today 
has sometime experienced temporary 
states of anxiety, depression, unrea-
sonable fear, or disturbing thoughts. 
These experiences are unpleasant and, 
if sustained or severe, can interfere 
with our daily functioning. It is esti-
mated that at least ten percent of the 
population suffer sufficiently from 
such difficulties sometime in their lives 
to be considered emotionally dis-
turbed. Since there is no evidence that 
states of emotional disturbance are 
less frequent among Christians than in 
the general population there would 
probably be one or more such persons 
in an average congregation at any 
given time. The purpose of this article 
is to examine what it means to be 
brothers and sisters in the church to 
those who are emotionally disturbed. 
That the church needs teaching on 
this point could be illustrated by many 
examples of persons who, during 
periods of emotional distress, re-
ceived little understanding or support 
from their Christian friends. Some-
time ago a middle-aged man who had 
lost a good job after more than 20 
years of service spoke with me con-
cerning a deep, suicidal depression. He 
had been a stalwart, active leader in 
his local congregation for many years. 
Yet he was hurt to observe that almost 
no one of his fellow church members 
came to talk with him in his difficult 
circumstances. Indeed, it appeared 
that they were avoiding him. 
The Avoidance Response 
Why do Christians find it difficult to 
be brotherly in such circumstances? 
There are many factors, but let me 
suggest five: 
1. There are still some sincere 
Christians who believe that in every 
case symptoms of emotional dis-
turbance are the result of a spiritual 
problem and, therefore, these persons 
Dr. Sider is a psychiatrist associated with the 
faculty of The University of Rochester Medical 
Center. He, with his wife, hold membership with 





ought to be treated more like back-
sliders than brothers. This is a par-
ticularly pernicious view because it in-
troduces a judgmental perspective 
before one has even learned the facts. 
2. Other Christians respond with 
anxious avoidance to a brother or 
sister in emotional distress because of 
a fear that the germ may be catching; 
that emotional disturbance is a com-
municable disease best treated by 
isolation and quarantine. 
3. Another concern is that if one 
becomes involved he or she may do the 
wrong thing and make matters worse. 
It is therefore concluded that it is safer 
not to become involved at all. 
4. Some people fear that if they 
reach out to help they may become 
much more deeply involved than they 
wish, that the disturbed person will 
demand more and more of their time 
and energy until they cannot meet 
other obligations. 
5. Finally, we all fear rejection. To 
make an overture toward another 
person, only to be rebuffed, is a pain-
ful experience. Many people believe 
that in states of emotional disturbance 
an unfriendly, rejecting response is 
more likely; therefore, it is easier to 
stay away. 
The great majority of Christians 
however, in spite of apprehension and 
misgivings, sincerely wish to show 
brotherhood to those who are emo-
tionally disturbed. In the following 
section I will suggest some practical 
methods. 
Toward Brotherhood 
As in every other part of the 
Christian's walk it is important to 
have one's theology correct. Other-
wise all sorts of mischief can come of 
the best intentions. Nowhere is this 
more true than in the area of brother-
hood. The foundational biblical prin-
ciples for a theology or brotherhood 
are: (1) that qualification for mem-
bership in the body of Christ is totally 
unrelated to emotional health or ill-
ness, but rests solely upon the individ-
ual's saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
(John 3:16, Rom. 3:24, 10:9.) (2) that 
in the body of Christ each part, each 
member, is of equal value. Moreover, 
those who we may judge through 
worldly prejuduce to be inferior or 
weak, have a function of special im-
portance. (I Cor. 12:14-25). (3) that 
since the body of Christ is an organic 
unity, each member has responsibility 
for every other and there is a special 
level of responsibility to extend help to 
those brothers and sisters in difficult 
circumstances. (Rom. 12:4-5, 15:1, I 
Cor. 12:26, Heb. 13:3.) 
How then, do we go about fulfilling 
our biblical mandate? The most im-
portant prerequisite is the adoption of 
the right attitude. Whether a person's 
difficulty is that of depression, irra-
tional fears, morbid thoughts or 
strange behavior, we ought to bear in 
mind that these are human problems 
occurring in people much like our-
selves. It follows then, that our ap-
proach should be that of any brotherly 
encounter. We should be our natural 
selves, demonstrating interest and 
concern without being judgmental or 
condescending. It is common for well-
meaning persons, wishing to do 
nothing wrong, to behave in an arti-
ficial manner, to keep conversation 
excessively superficial (the weather, 
etc.) or to talk nonstop, failing to 
allow brief pauses in the conversation 
to give the other person an oppor-
tunity to talk. It is reassuring to know 
that in talking to someone with emo-
tional difficulty there is no need to fear 
saying the wrong thing. People are 
remarkably resilient and have all sur-
vived countless exposures to "foot in 
mouth" disease. Moreover, if our in-
tention is to be caring and helpful, our 
motive will shine through clearly in 
spite of our difficulties with words. Far 
better to make a small error of tact 




Nor do we need fear that emotional 
d i so rde r is c o m m u n i c a b l e . (The 
alleged nuttiness of most psychiatrists 
is due to other factors!) Sharing with 
those in distress will usually make us 
feel better, not worse. It is also help-
ful to know that in offering support to 
someone in a time of need we do not 
commit ourselves to satisfying every 
demand they make of us. A youth 
worker once asked my advice about a 
teenage girl who had severe emo-
tional problems and who had received 
little benefit from any treatment. He 
and his wife had invited her into their 
home for a few weeks to offer help. 
While there the girl inisted that the 
couple spend all their time with her, 
ignoring their own children and cater-
ing to her exclusively. Of course, they 
refused to consent to her unreason-
able demands but were careful to 
remain helpful in appropriate ways. In 
relating to someone who is distressed 
there is no need to sacrifice good judg-
ment. One can say "no" to inap-
propriate requests while continuing to 
say "yes" to the person and the rela-
tionship. Finally, it is not our respon-
sibility to cure everyone's emotional 
distress. We are not responsible for the 
outcome, only for our obligation to be 
brotherly. 
Emotional disturbance rarely comes 
totally out-of-the-blue. There are cer-
tain situations in which people are 
particularly vulnerable. Thus it is rela-
tively easy, if we are sensitive, to 
identify those who are at risk for emo-
tional distress. Times of loss of loved 
ones are particularly difficult, not only 
in cases of death but also when the last 
child leaves the nest or when close 
family members move away. A change 
of life circumstances may also be a 
traumatic experience, such as losing a 
job, moving to a strange city, finan-
cial calamity or failure in school. 
Serious medical illness either in one-
self, a family member, or a friend, is 
also a time of increased vulnerability. 
Those who live alone, anyone who is 
socially isolated, those who are elder-
ly; all these are at risk for emotional 
disturbance. Finally, the distress 
sometimes appears to result not so 
much from one tragic event but as the 
culmination of a long process. For 
example, after enduring many years of 
a chronically unhappy marriage, a 
husband or wife may suddenly col-
lapse as finally they are stressed 
beyond their ability to cope. 
Preventive Emotional 
Maintenance 
In the realm of the emotions as well 
as in matters of physical health 
prevention is better than cure. It is 
wonderful if Christians in the local 
congregation are regularly identifying 
those who are in a time of emotional 
distress and are reaching out to help. 
But perhaps we could go a step beyond 
that to sketch an outline of preventive 
emotional maintenance. What would a 
church be like which was living out the 
implications of brotherhood in its 
corporate life? How would such an 
ideal church look? Let me suggest 
several possibilities: 
1. No one in the church would be 
without a supportive group. This 
means that everyone would have per-
sons in the church who saw them regu-
larly, maintained a personal relation-
ship with them, prayed for them, and 
were involved enough to know when 
times of stress were present and be 
there to help. How much easier it is to 
assist a person in need when a sub-
stantial relationship is already in 
place. Obviously none of us can have a 
truly supportive relationship with 
everyone. But if each person had a 
circle of perhaps twelve others who he 
accepted responsibility for, everyone 
would have support and no one would 
be overloaded. A practical form for 
this is the cell group or Bible study 
group. 
2. Relationships would be redemp-
tive; that is, directed toward the 
spiritual and emotional growth of the 
individual rather than contributing to 
the problem. It is tragic that in some 
instances other members of the body 
are the cause of the emotional distress 
rather than being agents of its heal-
ing. 
3. The purpose of the church would 
remain undiverted; to proclaim Christ 
and to exhort believers to follow Him 
in a life of discipleship. It is at this 
point that the church would differ 
radically from secular caring groups 
(e.g., sensitivity or encounter groups). 
For the Christian, showing brother-
hood toward one another is not done 
because it feels good, or even because 
it is "therapeutic," but rather because 
it is commanded by our Lord. 
If such a church existed what would 
be the effect upon the frequency, 
severity, and course of emotional dis-
turbance among its members? Would 
such distress disappear? Would we see 
an emotional heaven on earth? I be-
lieve not. Emotional disturbance has 
many causes. Both hereditary and 
early environmental factors, as well as 
the stresses to which we are exposed as 
adults, affect our vulnerability. Some 
of these factors are irreversible and 
continue to influence us in spite of the 
concern and support of others. But 
there is reason to believe that in such a 
church the incidence of emotional 
disturbance would be reduced and 
those afflicted would recover more 
quickly. Moreover, the witness of the 
church would be expanded. For those 
outs ide would look in and say 
"Behold, how they love one another." 
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David and Dorcas Climenhaga 
I N the New Testament we are told on 
numerous occasions to continue in 
prayer. 
Continue in prayer. Colossians 4:2. 
Men ought always to pray. Luke 
18:1. 
C o n t i n u i n g i n s t a n t in p r aye r . 
Romans 12:12. 
Pray without ceasing. I Thessalon-
ians 5:17. 
Much has been said and much has 
been written on prayer. There are 
workshops on prayer. Yet for all this, 
there are still those who shy away 
from prayer. The very idea of con-
versing with God in a spontaneous 
manner frightens them. Jesus' dis-
ciples had the same problem, for on 
one occasion they said to Jesus, "Lord 
teach us to pray." 
Did they sense that prayer should 
and could be a meaningful personal 
communication with their Heavenly 
Father? 
Could they have known that true 
prayer would produce a sense of in-
timacy and a feeling of reverence and 
love? 
In any case they said: "Lord , teach 
us to pray." And Jesus taught them 
the Lord's Prayer. 
Without a doubt we believe prayer 
has become an intregal part of all of 
our lives here today. We've learned 
that reading about prayer, discussing 
prayer, studying prayer will bring few 
results, unless we actually pray. 
We have also learned (at least in 
part and are still learning) from ex-
perience that to pray takes discipline 
and the exercising of our will. The 
place of prayer has become sweet be-
cause prayer has become a real force 
and source of power in our spiritual 
lives. And, we've also learned that 
David and Dorcas Climenhaga serve the Central 
Regional Conference where David is the bishop 
of the conference. They reside in Nappanee, 
Indiana. 
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prayer is hard work. Prayer does lift 
hearts heavenward in praise when we 
remember that He saved us, but also: 
Prayer is the burden of a sigh; 
The falling of a tear; 
The upward glancing of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 
Prayer prays: 
Prince of Peace, control my will; 
Bid this struggling heart be still; 
Bid my fears and doubtings cease, 
Hush my spirit into peace. 
Prayer is a quiet determination: 
Christ of the upward way, my Guide 
Divine, 
Where thou hast set thy feet may I 
place mine. 
And move and march wherever thou 
has trod, 
Keeping face forward up the hill of 
God. 
Christ of the upward way, my Guide 
Divine, 
Where thou has set thy feet may I 
place mine. 
And when thy last call comes serene 
and clear, 
Calm may my answer be, "Lord , I am 
here." 
The Apostle Paul is speaking to 
those who have learned the value of 
prayer for he repeats the admonition 
for continuing in prayer. We should 
take this advice seriously for prayer 
must be a daily exercise in every 
Christian's life. 
Continue in prayer—in praise and 
thanksgiving. How great is our God! 
We must acknowledge again and 
again God's infinite goodness, His 
wisdom and His greatness. And He 
loves us. He loves me! Who can 
remain unmoved while singing that 
great hymn, 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see!" 
Praise and thanksgiving should 
spring from our hearts before any-
thing else as we pray. 
Continue in prayer—when we don't 
feel like it! We may be discouraged, at 
odds with someone, or just bone tired! 
Satan may have given us the "old run 
around" or temptations beset us; in 
any case, we don't feel like praying. 
But we are to continue in prayer. How 
many of us have had the experience of 
going into our prayer place, sitting 
down and asking the Lord to calm our 
hearts, unclutter our minds, push 
everything out so that we can "shut 
the door and pray." Unless we do this, 
there can be long silences between us 
and God! The consequence, we drift 
away from our source of power. 
Continue in prayer—for ou r 
physical requirements, in personal 
prayer. Daniel did. He had a job of 
real responsibility with demands made 
upon his time and I like to believe that 
he asked God to supply every physical 
need! He didn't want to eat meat and 
he asked for lentils! We have the same 
privilege—if we continue in prayer! 
Continue in prayer—for our 
spiritual needs. Pray honestly! Create 
in me a clear heart, O God—so prayed 
the Psalmist David. If there is any 
resentment, fears, ill feelings which 
have come in, honestly tell God about 
it. Relief and victory will come in talk-
ing with God. Continue in prayer for 
our daily needs of grace, wisdom, 
patience,—and whatever our need, He 
supplies! If we continue in communi-
cation with Him! 
Continue in prayer—when our 
world falls apart! It is happening to 
God's people every day. 
The storms of life literally beat 
around us and there are times when 
the only security is God's love and His 
promises. There are days when that 
old song becomes very real: 
to page seven 
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When storms of life are round me 
beating, 
When rough the path that I have trod; 
Within my closet door retreating, 
I love to be alone with God . " 
(Sometimes we feel our younger gen-
eration may be the poorer for not 
knowing the comfort of these old 
hymns!) Yes, we are told to continue 
in prayer! How many times we have 
done just that, when prayer was the 
only source of strength, when prayer 
was the only thing which brought 
peace, healing, and strength. 
Let us share with you an experience 
in which we recently shared: 
One of our pastoral families recent-
ly lost their youngest daughter, 19 
years old, in an accident. She was 
thrown from a horse and died four 
days later. We stood beside this family 
as the parents and four sisters went 
through the days of the funeral to-
gether. Their faith in God and reli-
ance on prayer was uplifting. It was as 
though they were prayer: 
"I am not skilled to understand 
What God has willed, what God has 
planned, 
I only know at His right hand 
Is one who is my Savior." 
Continue in prayer—use fractional 
moments for quick prayers. This is a 
practical application for continuing in 
prayer. Victor Hugo said: "Certain 
thoughts are prayers . There are 
moments when, whatever the attitude 
of the body, the soul is on its knees." 
A brief prayer before making a tele-
phone call, a quick prayer for a friend 
who comes to your mind. A woman 
told me she dedicated every red stop 
light to her son: She and her husband 
traveled and when they stopped at a 
traffic signal she sent a prayer heaven-
ward for their son's salvation. The 
effect of continuing in prayer in this 
manner will be incalculable. 
Continue in prayer—for that which 
calls for intercessory prayer! The need 
for which we know only God can 
provide the answer will lead to inter-
cessory prayer. A concern which we 
carry for a loved one will lead us to 
our knees in intercessory prayer time 
and time again. It can be exhausting. 
One mother said: " I will carry a 
prayer burden for my son until I die or 
until I see him saved and ready for 
heaven." One church leader cove-
nated with a burdened pastor to pray 
for a local church situation until the 
Lord performed a miracle of healing. 
We are told to continue in interces-
sory prayer. 
Prayer is attitude of the heart and 
mind toward God. An ever growing 
communication between us and our 
Savior . I t builds strength within 
against the stress of life. 
Dr. Elexis Carrel wrote: 
"Prayer is a force as real as ter-
restrial gravity. As a physician, I have 
seen man, after all other therapy has 
failed, lifted out of disease and melan-
choly by the serene effort of prayer. It 
is the only power in the world that 
seems to overcome the so called "laws 
of nature," the occasion in which 
prayer has dramatically done this has 
been termed "miracles." But a cons-
tant quieter miracle takes place hourly 
in the hearts of men and women who 
have discovered that prayer supplies 
them with a steady flow of sustaining 
power in their daily lives." 
We ought always to pray and not 
lose heart. 
What Christ Has Joined 
Harold R. Sider 
I t was pointed out to me recently 
that some of our members and pas-
tors no longer see the value of prac-
ticing feet washing as taught in John 
13. This prompts me to submit the 
following plea for this practice. 
In three of the Gospel accounts we 
read that Jesus, at the Last Supper, 
blessed bread and wine, gave it to 
His disciples, commanding that they 
should do likewise in remembrance 
of Him. In the fourth Gospel a differ-
ent event is recorded at the same 
supper, the washing of the disciples' 
feet. Jesus concludes this activity by 
saying, "You also ought to wash one 
another's feet." 
Thus we are told of two activities, 
both instituted by Jesus at that Last 
Supper. One is widely practiced by 
Christians today. The other largely 
neglected. 
Why is feet washing not widely 
practiced? Is it because it is recorded 
in only one gospel? Do we make a 
distinction between Jesus' words "ye 
ought to"—and "this do"? Both feet 
washing and sharing the bread and 
wine were instituted by Jesus, at the 
same time, with the same group of 
disciples, and were given to be 
perpetuated. Together they con-
stitute a beautifully complete obser-
vance reminding us of Jesus' life and 
teaching. 
The writer is principal of Western Christian 
High School. He and his family are members 
of the Upland congregation where Harold 
serves as a deacon. 
In sharing the bread and wine, we 
participate in an activity which high-
lights our relationship with God 
through Christ 's atoning death and 
resurrection, and anticipates His 
coming again. This is the vertical 
relationship between God and man. 
As we follow Jesus' example in 
literal feet washing, we participate in 
an activity which clarifies our rela-
tionship with our fellowmen. Min-
istering one to another in Christian 
love, serving our fellowmen, is the 
horizontal aspect of Jesus' teaching. 
While it is true that our way of 
living makes feet washing less neces-
sary than in Jesus' day, it is also true 
that the small portion of bread and 
wine used in the communion service 
is of no practical value in meeting 
our hunger of the moment. Both are 
purely symbolic acts. 
Just as a cross has both a vertical 
and a horizontal beam, so has the 
teaching of Jesus when He gave us 
the greatest commandment, "Love 
the Lord thy God . . . and thy 
neighbor as thyself." So also does 
our worship service when we worship 
God and fellowship with the breth-
ren. 
Celebrating the Lord's Supper 
without feet washing leaves out the 
horizontal relationship of brother for 
brother. It lacks the warmth of the 
physical washing, the hand clasp, 
and the greeting in Christian love. 
Let us not be so eager to conform 
to the pattern of other churches that 
we miss the double blessing Jesus 
planned for us in the communion and 
feetwashing service. 
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Chris t , which Paul was given to 
preach. They had a desire to follow the 
leading of the Holy Spirit and wor-
ship God in a meaningful way. 
Some churches continue to resist 
exploring such innovations as home 
Bible study groups, because of the 
tradition of a midweek service. Others 
feel that even the times of their ser-
vices are somewhat sacred; as though 
God had said, "Thou shalt have thy 
morning service at 11:00 a.m., thy 
evening service at 7:00 p .m." 
The Apostle Paul was an innovator. 
Not simply to be different; but be-
cause he wanted to reach people for 
Christ. Consider what he says in I 
Cor. 9:22-23, " T o the weak I became 
weak, to win the weak. I have become 
all things to all men, so that by all pos-
sible means I might save some." 
Paul, was also personally flexible. 
He says to the Philippians, "I have 
learned to be content, whatever the 
circumstances. I know what it is to be 
in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situa-
tion, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want ." 
Just as the Lord would have in-
d iv idua l s be flexible in all c ir-
cumstances of life, so He would have 
local churches be able to adjust and 
change as the needs arise. How those 
last words of the church have haunted 
us time and time again: " W e have 
never done it that way before." 
A seventh characteristic of a 
growing church is A Strong Commit-
ment to Sacrifice and Faithfulness. 
Paul shows loyalty to the church at 
Antioch, when in Acts 15:36, he asks 
their permission to go out again on an-
other mission. Certainly, he was fol-
lowing the pattern which was con-
sidered proper in that assembly of be-
lievers. 
The Lord places a high priority on 
faithfulness. In I Cor . 4:2 we are told, 
" I t is required that those who have 
been given a trust must prove faith-
ful ." Indeed as members of the Body 
of Christ, we have been given a sacred 
trust, and the local church has been 
created by God to be the basis for 
executing this trust. One cannot be 
faithful to the trust of the gospel and 
be unfaithful to the local church. 
A growing church is characterized 
by men and women who are freely 
giving of their time, their resources 
and their substance so that Christ 
might be honored and His ministry 
advanced. Where there is a growing 
church there is a church where mem-
bers give freely and lovingly. There is 
a spirit of faithfulness and steward-
ship of time and talents. 
In going "back to Antioch" and 
other growing churches of the New 
Testament, we see the basis of eternal 
F l R S T of all, I believe in myself, as 
sufficient, as Master of my own 
destiny, as capable of performing all 
things necessary to achieving the good 
life. 
Next, I believe in self-expression, 
self-confidence and self-effort as 
modern man's trinity by which en-
lightened man comes to wholeness, 
integration and full self-realization. 
Again, I believe that all of man's 
appetites and desires are essentially 
good, and that their gratification is not 
only necessary to man's happiness, but 
that they must take precedence over 
the fanciful talk of theologians con-
cerning the metaphysical mysteries of 
that which is called the soul. 
Also, I believe in religion insofar as 
it stresses (1) human decency, (2) 
salvation from ignorance, (3) duties 
that are consistent with and congenial 
to man's natural inclinations, and (4) 
man's essential kinship with the world 
around him instead of a fanciful world 
above or beneath him. 
Next, I believe that all religious 
emphasis on authority and dogma 
ought to give way to the universal 
claim of human reason and attain-
ment. To justify any further existence 
and capture popular support, religion 
must be sensitive to the trends of the 
contemporary age. It must be suffi-
ciently flexible to be able to adjust 
quickly enough to give its sanction and 
*"Knowing this, thai our old man is crucified 
with him. that the body of sin might be de-
stroyed. ..." Romans 6:6. 
principles of growth and outreach. 
Take a look at the growing churches 
that you know of, and see if you do not 
see a measure of these same prin-
ciples at work, today. 
support to the most recent urges of the 
creative human ego. 
Further, I believe that in spite of 
temporary setbacks man is caught up 
in a process of improvement to the 
point where all ideas of future hells 
and torments shall soon be seen as 
vapid and unreal, and where all rose-
ate dreams of paradises of angelic bliss 
shall yield their inspiration to further 
man's quest for a secure and serene 
community of all peoples on earth. 
Herein immortality would be under-
stood as man's continuing influence 
for good on earth. 
I believe that the stultifying and 
repressive menace of moral absolutes 
must be done away. Man needs room 
for unrestricted moral experimenta-
tion that recognizes the relative nature 
of all moral norms and the constant 
flux of human behavior. As water 
tends to seek its own level, so man-
kind must be allowed freedom to dis-
cover that philosophy of life and 
course of action that is best suited to 
the needs of each successive and ever-
changing moment. 
I believe in the scientific process as 
the best means for unfallen and un-
fetterd man to gain whatever cer-
tainty there is to be had, both in the 
realm of knowledge and of values. 
In short, I believe in man, I exalt 
man as his own god or goddess in 
manifest form. Any other talk of 
deities outside of man is simply to 
speak of man's ability to project him-
self into an ever-expanding greatness 
until an ever-expanding universe shall 
soon be filled with man's glory. 
The Old Man's* Creed 
Eldon R. Fuhrman 
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Messiah Enrollment Up 8.8 Percent 
The enrollment at Messiah College 
is up a strong 8.8 percent over last 
year, according to Ron E. Long, direc-
tor of admissions and student finan-
cial aid. 
The total count is 1,091 as com-
pared with last year 's 1,002. This in-
cludes 105 Continuing Education and 
unclassified students, an increase of 38 
percent over last year 's 76. 
T h e r e g i s t r a t i o n i n c l u d e s 820 
students boarding at the G r a n t h a m 
campus and 37 boarding at the Phil-
adelphia campus. 
Enrol lment of new freshmen stands 
at 304, an all-time high and an in-
crease of 6.6 percent over last year. 
The total of full t ime students is 986, 
and is 6.4 percent above last year. 
The enrol lment includes students 
f rom twenty states and nine foreign 
c o u n t r i e s : B r i t i sh W e s t I n d i e s , 
Canada , Guatemala , India, Ireland, 
Jordan, Rhodesia, South Africa, and 
Zambia . 
Seventeen percent of the students 
are affiliated with the Brethren in 
Christ Church, 13 percent with the 
Baptist Church, and 11 percent with 
the Methodist Church. Twenty-seven 
other denominations are represented. 
Messiah College continues to give 
opportunity for students with a wide 
range of background and abilities. It is 
not an elitist institution. With this in 
mind, the Admissions office accepts all 
students who give promise of doing 
acceptable work within the "Chris t 
Preeminent" context which the col-
lege has always espoused. 
The Admiss ions Office is now 
accepting and reviewing applications 
for the 1978 Spring and Fall Terms. 
Congregations Support Parish Grant 
Messiah College reports that during 
1976 15 congregations have exceeded 
the $10 per membership guide in sup-
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Students from Brethren in Christ 
churches and other participating con-
gregations receive up to $200 per year 
in Parish Gran t scholarship aid and up 
to $300 in travel aid depending upon 
the distance from the campus. 
Religious News 
Harrington-O'Hair Debates Staged? 
Evangelist Scoffs at Report 
The Rev. Bob Har r ing ton , a Sou the rn 
Baptist evangelist, f r o m New Orleans, 
scoffs at recently published news accounts 
w h i c h sa id h i s d e b a t e s w i t h a t h e i s t 
Madalyn Mur ray O 'Ha i r are phony. 
M i k e P i g o t t , a Nashville Banner 
reporter , followed Mr. Har r ing ton and 
Ms. O 'Hai r to five cities in three states. He 
reported that all of their debates were alike, 
that they made the same speeches, walked 
on and off the stage on cue and set each 
other up for identical "one-l iner" com-
ments . 
Advised of Mr . Har r ing ton ' s remarks , 
repor ter Pigott said the tou r "was a setup 
f r o m beginning t o end . " 
Death Injections Will 
Replace Electric Chair 
Condemned prisoners in Texas, will be 
executed with "dea th inject ions" while 
seated in electric chairs, according to new 
procedures developed by state correct ion 
officials. 
The Texas legislature has approved the 
use of dea th injections to replace elec-
t rocut ions . The f o r m u l a t o be used in the 
injection has not been determined. A 
s p o k e s m a n f o r t h e s t a t e C o r r e c t i o n s 
Depar tment said the condemned prisoner 
will be seated in the same electric chair, 
"but instead of electricity passing th rough 
his body a chemical will be injected." 
The Carters Read Spanish 
New Testament in Family Devotions 
President and Mrs . Carter , w h o make a 
practice of reading the Bible in their per-
sonal devot ions, are current ly read ing the 
Spanish New Tes tament , "Dios Llega al 
Hombre , " the President has revealed to the 
American Bible Society. 
In their evening devot ions together the 
President and his wife read a chapter f r o m 
this modern Spanish t rans la t ion tha t the 
Bible Society first published in 1966. Their 
use of the Span ish version at this t ime coin-
cides with Mrs. Carter ' s Spanish lessons. 
Memorial Fund in Honor of Terzeta Schmucker 
A Memor ia l Fund has been estab-
lished in honor of Terzeta Schmucker , 
Messiah College sophomore, who died 
on September 12 as a result of in-
juries received in a fall f rom a horse on 
September 8, the opening day of 
classes at the college. 
A memoria l service was held at the 
college on Tuesday, September 13, 
November 10, 1977 
with Rev. Luke Keefer, Jr . , College 
Chaplain, in charge. 
A Memoria l Fund has been es-
tablished in Terzeta 's honor. The fund 
will be related to the establishing or 
furnishing of a prayer and meditation 
chapel on the campus. 
Terzeta is the daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs . Isaac Schmucker , Marengo, In-
diana. 
SBC Leader Cites Bible 
Illiteracy in the U.S. 
Biblical illiteracy is of "epic propor-
t ions" in America says Rev. J immy Allen, 
president of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. 
" N o wonder citizens are flim-flammed 
by every kind of religious p i tchmanship ," 
he added. " N o t only are they patsies for 
eastern religion and sects, but also for 
every kind of parachurch group which 
sounds like the bugle calling for their 
a t tent ion." 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
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Back to Antioch 
Ken Parker 
T h e Book of Acts has been called, 
"The Tale of Three Cities." It begins 
with the mighty wonders in the city of 
Jerusalem. Then the activity shifts to 
the almost unknown city of Antioch. 
As the Book of Acts closes, the center 
of witness seems to be the city of 
Rome where Paul writes his stirring 
epistles to the churches. 
The church at Antioch is a par-
ticularly interesting study in church 
growth. Going back to this center of 
Christian activity, a great deal can be 
learned about the growth and vitality 
of this early church and its relevance 
to our churches today. 
Antioch was the location of Paul 's 
home church. It was through this body 
of believers that a worldwide mission-
ary effort first began and has never 
ceased. From this body of believers 
Paul received much inspiration and 
support. This church was used by the 
Spirit of God to commission Paul and 
send him out for that special ministry 
to which the Lord had called him. 
Let's look at seven characteristics of 
the church at Antioch, which seem to 
be common to growing churches 
through history and today. 
1. A S t r o n g Commitment to 
Worship. The Antioch church was 
deeply commit ted to offering the 
praise of their hearts to God. "While 
they were worshipping and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, 'Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called t h e m . ' " 
And it was said of the churches in 
Macedon ia tha t they "F i r s t gave 
themselves to the Lord" (II Cor. 8:5), 
following this same pattern of a wor-
shipful church. 
The writer is pastor of the Berean Church, 
Spokane, Washington. The article is reprinted 
from Church Growth: America, published by 
The Institute for American Church Growth, Re-
printed by permission. 
10 
There are many aspects to worship, 
but perhaps the basis, upon which all 
other forms of worship are built, is 
prayer. A living, growing church is a 
praying church; a church that believes 
in and practices the highest form of 
worship-prayer. 
A commitment to prayer as a con-
gregation, does not mean selecting one 
night of the week as prayer meeting 
night. Rather, it involves the leader-
ship and the membership of the church 
in their commitment to personal 
growth through personal prayer. It in-
volves small prayer-care groups, in-
struction and study on the subject of 
prayer, daily involvement in regular 
prayer for one another and for the 
growth of the church. Public sharing 
in prayer comes after first developing 
a strong personal commitment to 
prayer by each member of the congre-
gation. 
A strong church is a church com-
mitted to worship, a church whose first 
thoughts are of their Lord. 
The second common characteristic 
of growth is A Strong Commitment to 
Outreach. This does not simply mean 
presenting the gospel within the con-
fines of the church building; it in-
volves community penetration. 
The church in Antioch was born 
through a community penetration 
project. Acts 11:20-21 tells us "Some 
of them, however, men of Cyprus and 
Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to 
speak to Greeks also, telling them the 
good news about the Lord Jesus. The 
Lord's hand was with them, and a 
great number of people believed and 
turned to the Lord." 
What would have happened if the 
believers of the dispersion had settled 
in Antioch, rented a building, and 
placed a sign out front . . . "The First 
Church of the Persecuted Saints of 
Jesus Christ . . . Morning Services 
11:00 a.m. Evening Services 7:00 p.m. 
Midweek Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays"? 
The people in Antioch would prob-
ably have stayed away in droves. The 
communi ty would not have been 
touched with the gospel; a vital 
growing church would not have come 
into existence. 
Paul, carried with him the practice 
that he may very well have learned 
from his early associations with the 
saints at Antioch. Acts 20:20 tells us 
that he went from house to house 
preaching the gospel. Acts 17:17 
shows us that Paul went daily into the 
market place to share Christ. 
Evangelism is the cornerstone of the 
local church. It is not some optional 
plan, but an essential priority. 
The commitment to outreach not 
only includes penetration of the local 
communi ty , but involves commit -
ment to penetrating the world com-
munity for Christ. To restate it, a 
growing church is a church with a 
world vision. It is a church with a 
strong commitment to missions world-
wide—starting next door. 
The Antioch church was also a 
world vision church. They were one of 
the first sending and supporting mis-
sion boards recorded in Scripture. In 
Acts 18:3 we note, "So after they had 
fasted and prayed, they placed their 
hands on them [Barnabas and Saul] 
and sent them off." 
Later in Acts 14:27, they anxiously 
heard the report from their mission-
aries regarding the opening of the door 
of faith to the Gentiles. 
It is indeed a shame to see the many 
para-church organizations doing the 
work that actually belongs to the local 
church. These organizations exist, pri-
marily, because most churches have 
forfeited their privilege of commit-
ment to outreach. 
A growing church is one that 
accepts its role as the biblical agency 
for reaching the world for Christ. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Seven Characteristics 
of Church Growth 
The third characteristic of a 
growing church is A Strong Commit-
ment to Edification of the Saints. 
Some call it discipleship, others call it 
Christian Education, others have their 
own names, Whatever, it involves the 
basic provision of building the spirit-
ual strength of the body of believers. 
Inward growth is the necessary com-
plement of outward growth. 
Of the Antioch Church we read: 
"They preached the Lord Jesus Christ 
. . ." (Acts 11:2 "They taught the 
Word . . . " (Acts 11:26, and Acts 
15:35) "They were exhorted . . . " (Acts 
11:23) "Paul and Barnabas continued 
in Antioch, teaching and preaching the 
Word of the Lord with many others." 
(Acts 15:35). Biblical preaching and 
study is the foundation for internal 
growth, and the development of Spirit 
controlled men and women. 
It might be that the so called 
"Timothy principle" was first seen in 
operation by Paul at his home church. 
"The things you have heard me say in 
the presence of many witnesses en-
trust to reliable men who will be quali-
fied to teach others" (II Tim. 2:2). 
This development of Spirit con-
trolled disciples was certainly in effect 
in the Antioch Church. We read these 
thrilling words in Acts 11:26, " S o for 
a whole year Barnabas and Saul met 
with the church, and taught numbers 
of people. The disciples were first 
called Christians at Antioch." 
What a testimony of the results of 
discipleship. The world looked upon 
these saints and said, "They are Chris-
tians. . . ." Their lives were reflective 
of the life of Christ. They not only 
spoke of Christ, but they were Christ. 
A fourth characterises is A Strong 
Commitment to People. When a 
visitor walks into the church will he 
feel and sense that the people in the 
congregation love the Lord and each 
other? And will he sense that these 
people love him? 
Of the church in Antioch it is 
recorded, "Then the disciples, each 
according to his ability, decided to 
provide help for the brothers living in 
Judea" (Acts 11:29). 
One significant element of a people-
oriented ministry is a real interest and 
commitment to the family. Do we 
fragment the family and drive them 
fur ther apar t , or do we seek to 
strengthen the bonds of the family? 
Ephesians chapters five and six, cer-
tainly show the importance of the 
family to the proper witness of the 
gospel. 
A growing church must also be a 
caring church. They must care about 
the physical and social needs of people 
in addition to their spiritual needs. 
How often does the church today ful-
fill the description James gives in his 
epistle; "Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food. If one 
of you says to him, 'Go, I wish you 
well, keep warm and well fed,' but 
does nothing about his physical needs, 
what good is it?" (James 2:15-16). 
The Holy Spirit through James is 
showing that a living body of be-
lievers must care for one another in a 
very human and tangible way. 
The fifth characteristic of a growing 
church is a Strong Commitment to 
Growth as a Goal. 
The church at Antioch, as we have 
noted, fasted and prayed and then sent 
out missionaries. They were inter-
ested in the results of the missionary 
ministry of Saul and Barnabas. Later 
they sent Silas and John Mark on their 
way. All of this would tend to indicate 
that they had made growth a distinct 
part of their goal as a church. 
It may well be that Paul was reflect-
ing the spirit of the church at Antioch 
when he wrote to the saints at Rome. 
" I t has always been my ambition to 
preach the gospel where Christ was 
not known so that I would not be 
building on someone else's founda-
tion: (Romans 15:20). 
In addition to a goal of external 
growth, our projection must also in-
clude a definite plan to reproduce 
other congregations. Someone has 
said, "The real fruit of a peach tree is 
not peaches, but another peach tree." 
Perhaps it is also true that the ulti-
mate fruit of a church is another 
church. Certainly Paul saw his pri-
mary goal as a church planter, with 
God giving the increase. (I Cor. 3:6). 
Church planting should be one of the 
essential aspects of a church's goal to 
grow. 
There are actually some groups of 
believers who have been deceived by 
the enemy into thinking that growth is 
wrong or undesirable, and that especi-
ally the desire to grow is wrong. But as 
we see from Antioch and the records 
of the early church in Acts, they grew 
because they desired to grow in fulfill-
ment of their Lord's command. 
There are many references in Acts 
to the actual numbers of those who 
were saved. There are other refer-
ences to the great number who re-
sponded or who were influenced by a 
particular moving of the Holy Spirit. 
The early Christians placed a heavy 
emphasis on growth of the Body. 
Still a sixth characteristic of a 
growing church is A Strong Commit-
ment to the Possibility of Change. The 
church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to 
investigate this new phenomenon they 
were hearing about in Antioch (Acts 
11:22) where some very revolutionary 
things were being done. The counsel of 
Jerusalem included reports of the 
strange tendency on the part of the 
church at Antioch to do things "differ-
ently." 
But the saints at Antioch were re-
sponding to God ' s revelation of 
to page eight 
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On Loving Teaching 
V 
F. Franklyn Wise 
E A C H O F U S sat in a state of 
suspended animation, the impact of 
the speaker's last words slowly flood-
ing our minds: "Have you caught the 
romance of your teaching tasks?" 
"He ' s got to be kidding," I re-
sponded inwardly. "What romance is 
there in being cooped up with 12 
active, unruly, and uninterested kids 
for an hour every Sunday morning? I 
wish he had been in my class last Sun-
day!" 
As we were leaving the meeting, I 
posed my dilemma to Dr. Jones. I con-
fronted him with his high idealsim and 
wondered if he should become more 
involved with how things really were in 
the classroom. 
When he finished telling me some of 
his experiencies, I realized that my 
judgment had been premature. He had 
been there. He had managed mis-
chievous boys. All of the problems I 
had prized as being especially mine, I 
realized had been his also. 
In spite of it all, he seemed to be 
excited about this teaching thing. It 
was not fake nor put on. He really did 
find teaching fulfilling. But how could 
this be true? Can one really learn to 
love teaching even though it requires 
work, study, grace, and patience? 
He shared with me his secret for 
catching the romance of teaching. 
"At the outset," he explained," one 
must understand the meaning of 
romance. One meaning is a 'love 
affair. ' To catch the romance in one's 
teaching, one has to love doing it. 
Otherwise one plods along from Sun-
day to Sunday, dreading each new en-
counter with the class." 
Half aloud, I wondered, " Is it pos-
sible for a teacher to learn to love his 
teaching task? Do you mean one can 
really love teaching in spite of all the 
work and repetitious routine?" 
Dr. Jones smiled at my naivete. 
"Evidently you don't understand very 
much about this process of loving, do 
you? Don't feel you are alone. Many 
others do not understand it either." 
"Perhaps the most common mis-
understanding is that love is the result 
of some mysterious, overwhelming 
surge of emotion that comes when the 
chemistry is right between individ-
uals. In reality, love is learned; it 
grows slowly according to well-defined 
principles. Paul, in Ephesians 5:21-33, 
used the figure of Christ and the 
Church as a symbol for marrage. In 
the same chapter, verse 15, he urged 
the Ephesian Christians to be careful 
in their walk. Thus love is not an un-
controllable emotion but a growing 
relationship." 
"I can see that ," I replied. "But love 
is such a tough word to define. We 
Americans use it to cover the whole 
spectrum of positive feelings toward 
others. In some instances, it refers to 
sexual lust; in other cases it means 
God's holy concern for us. Can you be 
more specific in how you use the 
term?" 
Dr. Jones looked off into space 
thoughtfully. As he slowly turned and 
looked at me, a smile played at the 
corners of his mouth. "You know how 
to ask hard questions. Love is hard to 
define. Obviously, in most instances 
the context in which the word is used 
gives it meaning. But to find a defini-
tion that underscores most of the vari-
able meanings is difficult indeed." 
Again he paused briefly. His eyes 
darted rapidly as he tried to find the 
answer to my question. "Aha. Now I 
recall. I read a very short, but apt 
definition of love. 'Love is a creative 
relationship in its most minimal defini-
tion.'1 That 's what I wanted." 
" Is that why you were so adamant 
in your insistence that teachers must 
catch the romance of teaching?" 
"Precisely," he responded. "When-
ever a teacher and her pupils see the 
Sunday school teaching-learning ex-
perience as a time for mutual growth, 
they have the basis for romance. The 
teacher especially must understand 
and initiate this creative relationship, 
since she is primarily responsible for 
the emotional climate of the class. The 
moment this realization dawns upon a 
teacher, she will approach her teach-
ing assignment in an entirely new 
spirit. She will be challenged to see 
what new attitudes, behaviors, and 
capabilities she can help her class dis-
cover in themselves. She will be 
amazed at what new undiscovered 
dimensions of her own spiritual life 
will emerge as a result." 
As the implications of this became 
clearer, I lowered my head in thought. 
" I t ' s too simple; it's too profound," I 
mused inwardly. "But, Dr. Jones, I 
can understand what you are saying, 
but what happens after the first glow 
of this new insight wears off? How 
does one sustain this sense of love as a 
creative relationship? Isn't there a 
danger the romance will fade and 
cool?" 
Slowly he shook his head. Obvious-
ly I had shown my ignorance again. 
"That brings us to another common 
misunderstanding about love. Too 
many individuals feel love is like an 
emotion that comes and goes, alter-
nating between warm, strong ap-
proach feelings and quiet indiffer-
ence." 
He became quite forceful. "If love is 
based on the sense of its being a crea-
tive relationship and is composed of its 
basic elements, it will grow con-
tinually more mature. Of course, love 
cannot be neglected, but if the in-
dividuals in the relationship con-
sistently remind themselves of their 
task, their romance will not fade. The 
same is true for the teacher and her 
class." 
" W h a t four elements are you 
referring to?" 
"Erich Fromm2 suggested these 
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"Have you caught the romance?" . . . the article 
asks. The romance referred to is that between a 
Sunday school teacher and unruly students. How-
ever, catching romance is important to any close 
human relationship. 
elements: knowledge, care, respect, 
and responsibility." 
"But he was talking about love 
between individuals, not the romance 
of teaching a Sunday school class," I 
objected. 
"Love is love, my boy. I insist the 
analogy is valid and works." 
"Show me." 
"All right. Knowledge means love is 
based on knowing the other individ-
ual. It is more than a superficial 
knowledge such as another's name and 
address. It involves the experiencing of 
that individual as a unique person. It 
requires getting behind the mask he 
wears in public and knowing his 
strenths, his weaknesses, his hurts, and 
his joys. When the teacher takes time 
to visit in the home and to know each 
of the members of his class, he will 
find his love for each one grows. His 
opportunities for enriching the crea-
tive relationship increase; his sense of 
the romance of teaching begins to 
come alive." 
"Wha t do you mean by caring?" 
"Car ing involves a deep concern for 
the other person's well-being. It means 
I genuinely want you to become the 
best person you can become. Is there 
any better lesson of caring than Jesus 
himself? He died on the Cross be-
cause He was concerned about all of 
us. He knew how sin dehumanized 
men and women. By His car ing 
enough to die, you and I can become 
fully human. Can a Christian Sunday 
school teacher be anything less than a 
caring person?" 
"But , Dr. Jones, you don't know 
how hard it is to love some of those 
pupils in my class. Sometimes I wish 
they would just stay home, they are so 
disruptive. They don't seem to care 
about me or anything else." 
"Did God wait for you to love Him 
before He loved you enough to send 
His Son to die for you?" 
" H o w can I ever do it? I have tried 
but I just haven't been able to really 
love." 
Dr. Jones' voice was warm with 
compassion and understanding. " I 
know exactly what you are going 
through. I found myself in the same 
predicament. Finally, I went over to 
November 10, 1977 
the church, knelt at the altar, and 
asked God to help. I explained to Him 
how difficult I found it to care about 
some members of my congregation. I 
prayed for them; I committed my lack 
of concern to Flim. After some real 
struggles, His spirit bathed my heart 
with love. Care replaced coldness; con-
cern displaced criticism. His love 
flooding our spirits can enable us 
to really care about the persons most 
difficult to love. Remember, individ-
uals need love most when they deserve 
it the least." 
" I can understand the caring, but 
isn't it difficult to respect those who 
are hard to love?" 
Again Dr. Jones made me feel 
slightly uncomfortable. "Yes, even 
Jesus in His rebuke to the Pharisees 
pointed out it is much easier to care 
and respect other persons who are 
similar to us. Respect and care are 
allies. However, love can be very 
manipulative. So often we love others 
and express love to them so we can 
make them over into our own image. 
We show care toward them, but it is 
based on their becoming what we want 
them to become. 
"Respec t involves the f reedom 
given to the other person to be what he 
is, a unique individual. When coupled 
with care, it says in effect, 'I care so 
much for you, I want you to develop 
all of your own potentialities. You do 
not have to be molded into my pattern, 
you are free to grow and develop your 
own particular gifts.' Honestly, is that 
not what this 'creative relationship' is 
all about?" 
" D o e s n ' t your content ion, Dr. 
Jones, that love means freedom con-
tradict the fourth element you men-
tioned—responsibility? How can one 
assume responsibility for another and 
still let them be free to actualize them-
selves?" 
"Good thinking. I was afraid you 
were going to miss that point," he re-
plied. "Fromm 2 felt responsibility 
should be spelled 'response-ability,' 
the ability to sense and respond to the 
other person, his needs, his abilities, 
his personhood. You see, it is closely 
aligned with all of the other three 
elements. As a teacher experiences her 
pupils through knowledge, as she cares 
for them, and wants them to grow as 
God wants them to grow, she will be 
very sensitive to them. As they sense 
her love for them, they will become 
more response-able to her needs. Thus 
the creative relationship will develop 
in the class sessions." 
" I can see this works well for the co-
operative pupils. But it is difficult to 
apply all of this idealism to those 
unruly boys in my class. Even when I 
taught adults some of them just sat 
there like bumps on a log. Seriously, I 
think this analogy of the romance of 
teaching breaks down at this point." 
Dr. Jones raised his eyebrows in 
surprise. After a thoughtful pause, he 
slowly replied, "Does it? Or does your 
lack of knowledge about those pupils 
merely make the analogy seem inap-
propriate?" 
"Wha t do you mean?" 
"Have you ever stopped to think 
that perhaps the noisy, unruly, dis-
turbing child or the inattentive adult is 
telling you something about himself, 
about the teaching-learning environ-
ment, and about you, the teacher? You 
may misread these signals because you 
do not have sufficient knowledge about 
the individual. Frankly, I do not feel 
the analogy is invalid at all." 
As we parted, Dr. Jones's words 
kept ringing in my ears, "Have you 
caught the romance of your teaching 
tasks?" As I searched my heart, I 
heard the Holy Spirit 's voice speak-
ing quietly to me, " I am afraid you 
haven't as yet, My son." Chastised, I 
stopped in my tracks, leaned against 
the rough, cold bricks of the church, 
and lifted my face toward the night 
sky, its stars shining brilliantly. 
" L o r d , " I p r a y e d e a r n e s t l y , 
" t ransform me into that kind of 
teacher. I commit myself to You 
anew. I reaffirm my acceptance to my 
task as teacher. Help me to foster a 
creative relationship in my class, one 
based on knowledge, care, respect, and 
responsibility. In Thy name, Amen." 
Reprinted from The Edge. Copyright 1976 by 
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Median Family Income in 1976 
Exceeded National Inflation Rate 
A new census report reveals tha t the 
annual increase in median family income 
in the U .S . topped the inflation rate in 
1976 for the first t ime since 1973, and that 
the poverty populat ion dropped by 900,-
000. 
It also indicated that white families, 
with an average median income in 1976 of 
$15,540 made a real gain of 3 percent over 
1975. 
But no statistical change in real terms 
was noted for the 1976 median income of 
$9,240 for black families and $10,260 for 




On Thursday evening, Sept . 22, approxi-
mately 1,200 persons at tended the Antrim 
Church to hear the " H a p p y G o o d m a n 
F a m i l y " present a gospel concert . The 
pastor is Rev. Wilbur Benner. 
A recent guest of the Five Forks W M P C 
was WyclifFe Trans la to r , Paul Dufifey, who 
survived a severe plane crash. A family 
hike was held on Sunday af te rnoon, Sept. 
27, by the Commiss ion on Home. Rev. W. 
Ruper t T u r m a n is the pastor . 
On Sunday, Sept . 18, the 50th anniver-
sary of the Green Spring congregation was 
observed. Fo rmer pastors—Allen Bru-
bake r , E lwood Flewel l ing , and J o h n 
Rosenber ry—took part in the morning, 
af ternoon, and evening services. The noon 
meal and an a f te rnoon lunch were served 
in the church basement . The present pastor 
is Rev. L o m e Lichty. 
T h e Hol lowel l congregation held a 
fellowship supper on Aug. 28, in honor of 
Ear l and Lois Hess, who served as the as-
sistant pastoral couple during the summer 
months . The Hesses have returned to As-
bury Seminary . Rev. Kenneth Engle is the 
pastor . 
T h e Iron Springs congregation reports 
Vacation Bible School was held Aug. 8-12. 
T h e offering was given to the Messiah 
Chi ldren ' s H o m e . The pastor , A m o s Kipe, 
served as superintendent , and Lloyd Stul tz 
served as his assistant. 
Atlantic 
T h e Souderton congregation observed 
Missions Day on Sunday, Sept . 18. S a m 
and Joyce King, returned missionaries 
f rom Rhodesia shared in the morning 
service, and Glen and W a n d a Heise shared 
about Nica ragua in the evening service. 
Rev. John A. Byers is the pastor . 
On Aug. 27, a surprise anniversary party 
was held in the Shenks Brethren in Christ 
Church for Mr. and Mrs. Lory F. See, in 
celebration of their 50th Wedding Anni-
versary. The couple's four children hosted 
the party. M r . and Mrs . See are members 
of the Shenks Church. 
The youth of the Holden Park congrega-
tion were in charge of the Sunday evening 
service on Sept . 25. They presented a 
program entitled, "Ga t e s in the Bible." 
Rev. Larry Steffee is the pastor. 
A recent guest of the Messiah Chapel 
congregation was Leora G. Yoder who 
spent 40 years in missionary work in India. 
The pastor is Rev. Leroy Yoder . 
Canadian 
The Bridlewood congregation has 
enrolled over forty persons in the weekly 
discussion groups. The purpose of the 
groups is to talk over goals as a congre-
gation. The pastor is Rev. John Schock. 
Mr. and Mrs. Blake Weaver celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary on June 1, 
in the Houghton Church, where the couple 
hold membership. Rev. Edward Gilmore, 
who had married the couple, was among 
the guests. 
The youth of the Port Colborne con-
gregation at tended an af ternoon and even-
ing rally at The Buffalo Christ ian Centre 
on Saturday, Sept. 24. Don Loney was the 
speaker. Rev. Gordon Gilmore is the 
pastor. 
On Sunday, October 2, the Rosebank 
congregation observed its 75th anni-
versary with former pastors—Rev. Harvey 
Stickley, Rev. Wayne Schiedel, Rev. Percy 
Cassel, and Rev. J ames Sider—taking part 
in the all day services. Former bishop, E. J . 
Swalm, also took part . The evening mes-
sage was presented by the present pastor , 
Rev. Ron Lofthouse. 
Missionaries, Joe and Mar ie t ta Smi th , 
shared about their work in India with the 
Sherkston congregation on July 9. Rev. 
Rober t Rolston and John Young are the 
pastors. 
Rev. Jay Sisco, were the speakers on 
Sa turday evening and Sunday morning. 
The pastor, Bedsaul Agee, brought the 
Sunday evening message. 
The DeRossett congregation combined 
their Annual Homecoming and Dedi-
cation Service of their new church on Sun-
day, Sept . 18. Bishop David Cl imenhaga 
was in charge of the Dedication Service. 
Special guests were Miss Dor tha Dohner 
and Rev. and Mrs . Edgar Giles, who were 
early workers at DeRosset t . Rev. Irving 
Parker is the pastor. 
A choir of over 40 Amish youth f rom 
Sugar Creek, Ohio, presented a service of 
music to the Uniontown congregation on 
Sunday evening, Sept. 25. A short mes-
sage was shared by the pastor of the group. 
The pastor is Rev. Harold Rohrer . 
Midwest 
Guests of the Abilene congregation 
during the month of August were former 
pastor , Ed Rickman, on the 7th; and mis-
sionaries, Chuck and Cara Musser , on the 
21st. Rev. Henry Landis is the pastor . 
The Rosebank congregation held an 
evening fellowship meal and communion 
service following a baptismal service on 
Sunday, Sept . 11. Eight persons were bap-
tized at that t ime by the pastor , Rev. 
Charles N o r m a n . 
A Sunday school staff" dinner was held 
by the Ontar io congregation on Septem-
ber 17. Special recognition was given to 
three members of the Sunday school staff 
whose accumula t i ve years of service 
totaled 32. Shown above are Mar ie Cude-
back, secretary for 12 years; Mari lyn Ris-
don, teacher of a pr imary class and nursery 
c h a i r m a n for 12 years ; and E the lda 
Feaster who, with her late husband Virgil, 
taught a class of Juniors for 8 years. The 
evening was hosted by J a k e Stern, Chair-
man of the Board of Christ ian Education. 
Jean Smiley and Pastor Jerel Book spoke 
to the 30 staff members who were present. 
Pacific 
The Open Bible congregation, Sunny-
mead, Calif. , held an Adult Retreat at 
Mile High Pines C a m p in September . The 
pastor is Rev. Kevin Longenecker. 
Central 
T h e Bethel (Merrill) congregation 
observed Homecoming on Oct. 15 and 16. 
Visiting ministers, Rev. Tyrus Cobb and 
Births 
Ballentine: T o m m y Lane, born Sept. 10, 
to Mr . and Mrs. Wayne Ballentine, Moun-
tain View congregation, Colo. 
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Engle: Ann Yarnell, born Sept. 14, to 
Vaughn and Sandy Engle, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 
Hanna: Timothy Paul, born Sept. 25, to 
Dr. Sherif and Mary-Lou (Heise), Hanna, 
Bridlewood congregation, Ont. 
Hill: Kristine Jean, born Sept. 12, to 
Glen and Norma (Winger) Hill, Bertie 
congregation, Ont. 
Hoffer: Steven Lee, born July 27, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Hoffer, Mastersonville 
congregation, Pa. 
House: Anita Louise, born May 24, to 
Gary and Bonnie (Climenhaga) House, 
Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Martin: Gerard Douglas, born Sept. 15, 
to Doug and Marilyn Mart in, Alta Loma 
Brethren in Christ congregation, Calif. 
Mayhugh: Stephanie Renee, born Sept. 
1, to Mr. and Mrs. Ken Mayhugh, Hollo-
well congregation, Pa. 
Maynard: Lauren Quinn, born Aug. 5, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Maynard, Hollo-
well congregation, Pa. 
McDonald: Jeremi Wayne, born Aug. 7, 
to Mark and Ann McDonald, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
McGlaughlin: Mark Wil l iam, born 
A u g . 8, to M r . and M r s . Dale L. 
McGlaughlin, Jr . , Iron Springs congre-
gation, Pa. 
Meyers: Beth Annette, born July 17, to 
Mark and Lyndelle Meyers, Antrim con-
gregation, Pa. 
Moyer: Justus Todd, born Sept. 21, to 
Harold and Alta Moyer, Manheim con-
gregation, Pa. 
Prentice: James Robert Charles, born 
Aug. 1, to James and Sharon (Sherk) 
Prentice, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Rogers: Stephen Paul, born March 9, to 
Hugh and Eleanor Rogers, Sherkston con-
gregation, Ont. 
Rosenberger: Michael John, born Sept. 
18, to John and Alice (Book) Rosen-
berger, Dallas Center, Iowa. 
Stinson: James Ryan, born Aug. 26, to 
Jim and Pat Stinson, Hollowell congre-
gation, Pa. 
Thuma: Eric John and Michael Lee, 
born Sept. 21, to Dr. Philip and Elaine 
Thuma, Macha Mission, Choma, Zambia . 
Vandervecht: Kathryn Marie , born 
Sept. 18, to Hank and Betty (Winger) 
Vandervecht. Mrs. Winger was formerly 
from the Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Winger: Elisha Marie, born Sept. 21, to 
Ivan and Judy Winger, Bertie congre-
gation, Ont . 
Winger: Steven Lawrence, born Aug. 
14, to Orlin and Colleen Winger, Bertie 
congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Bennett-Richardson: Cathy, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs . Bill R ichardson , Oak 
Ridges, Ont., and Ted, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Bennett, Unionville, Ont., 
Sept. 10, in the Heise Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. James Cober offi-
ciating. 
Berry-Engle: Lucille, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gordon D. Engle, Alta Loma, 
Calif., and Paul, son of Mrs. Yvonne 
Berry and the late Dr. Paul Berry, 
Coronado, Calif., July 9, in the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Robert Hempy and Dr. Warren Hoffman, 
brother-in-law of the bride, officiating. 
Davis-Johnson: Tina Johnson and Ran-
dy Davis, Aug. 20, in the Bethel Assembly 
of God Church, Chambersburg, Pa., with 
Rev. Louis Trotta officiating. 
Draper-Wilson: Heather Wilson and 
Warren Draper, both of Kitchener, Ont., 
Sept. 17, in Cambridge, Ont., with Rev. 
Ron Lofthouse officiating. 
Ebersole-Negley: Janora, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Negley, Newburg, 
Pa., and Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Ebersole, Sr., Shady Grove, Pa., 
Sept. 10, in the Hollowell Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth Engle 
officiating. 
Hartsock-Hess: Tina Louise, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hess, West Fair-
view, Pa., and Eugene Dale, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dewey Hartsock, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., Oct. 2, in the Conoy Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Jay E. Sisco offi-
ciating. 
Pierce-Dilts: Becky, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Dilts, and Joe, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pierce, both of Wain-
fleet, Ont., Sept. 24, in the Wainfleet 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Gor-
don Gilmore officiating. 
Varner-Timmons: Melissa, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Timmons, Green-
castle, Pa., and Randy, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Varner, Spring Run, Pa., Aug. 
21, in the Laurel Grove United Methodist 
Church , Spr ing Run, Pa. , with Rev. 
Marlin Snyder officiating. 
Y e o m a n s - W i d e m a n : M a r y A n n , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Glen Wideman, 
Gormley, Ont., and Richard Yeomans, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Yeomans, 
Scarborough, Ont., July 23, in the Heise 
Hill Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
James Cober officiating. 
Obituaries 
Gooderham: Derek Charles, born April 
4, 1961, in Toronto, Ont., died July 5, 
1977, in Fort Erie, Ont. He was the son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Gordon Gooderham who 
survive. He is also survived by four 
brothers; four sisters; maternal grand-
parents; and paternal grandmother. The 
funeral service was conducted in the 
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church by 
Rev. Robert Rolston, assisted by Bishop 
Roy V. Sider. Interment was in the adjoin-
ing cemetery. 
Hill: Mrs. Amanda Viola Hill, died 
June 20, 1977, at the age of 72 years. She 
was the wife of Wilfred who survives. She 
is survived by a daughter, Shirley; and a 
son, Arden. She was a member of the 
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church where the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Ross Nigh and Rev. Helmuth Dyck. 
Mabry: L. B. (Bert) Mabry, Hillsville, 
Va„ died July 17, 1977, at the age of 85. 
He is survived by his wife, Hassie W. 
Mabry. He was a member of the Bethel 
Brethren in Christ Church where he served 
many years as head usher. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Bethel 
Church by Dr. James DeBoe and Rev. 
Elmon Thompson. Interment was in the 
Liberty Hill Cemetery. 
Minor: Calvery L. Minor, died March 
I.8, 1977, at the age of 77 years. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Alma. He is 
survived by four sons and two daughters. 
The funeral service was conducted in the 
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Ross Nigh officiating. 
Musser: Noah H. Musser, born May 
II , 1889, in Abilene, Kansas, died Sept. 
23, 1977, at his home in Upland, Calif. He 
was married to Vesta Engle on Dec. 31, 
1918. She survives along with two sons: 
John, and David; two daughters: Frances, 
and Mrs. Faithe Hoffman; a brother; a 
sister; nine grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. He was a member of the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church. 
Plum: Wesley H. Plum, Upland, Calif., 
born May 28, 1893, in Abilene, Kansas, 
died September 10, 1977. He was the son 
of Martin W. and Barbara Heisey Plum. 
On April 3, 1919, he was married to Elsie 
M. Burkholder who survives. He is also 
survived by a daughter- in- law, Mrs . 
Donald Plum, a grandson; and a number 
of nieces and nephews. His only son, 
Wesley Donald, preceded him in death in 
1966. The funeral service was conducted at 
the Stone Funeral Home by Rev. Robert 
W. Hempy. 
Schaubel: Charles Reginald Schaubel, 
Crystal Beach, Ont., died July 27, 1977, at 
the age of 66 years. He is survived by five 
brothers; and two sisters. The funeral 
service was held in the Bertie Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Ross Nigh offi-
ciating. 
Steckley: Lewis B. Steckley, born Jan. 
31, 1883, near Stouffville, Ont., died Sept. 
16, 1977, in the Memoria l Hospi ta l , 
Abilene, Kansas. He was the son of Peter 
and Sarah Steckley. He was preceded in 
death by his first wife, Elizabeth Engle, in 
August, 1956. He later married Sadie 
Witter who survives. He is also survived by 
four brothers and three sisters. He spent 
three terms as a missionary in Rhodesia 
and Zambia. He was a member of the 
Abilene Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Henry Landis. Interment was in Living-
ston Cemetery. 
Wright : C h a r l e s H e n r y W r i g h t , 
Ridgeway, Ont., died Aug. 27, 1977, at the 
age of 81 years. He is survived by his wife, 
the former N. Myrtle Bossert; four sons; 
and five daughters. His first wife, Vivian 
Case, preceded him in death. He was a 
member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ 
Church where he taught a Sunday school 
class until the time of his death. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Bertie 
Church with Rev. Ross Nigh, Bishop E. J. 
Swalm, Rev. Edward Gilmore, and Rev. 
John Zuck officiating. 
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The Contemporary Scene 
Soviet Authorities Return 
Children to Mother 
Three children have been returned to their Christian 
mother following a series of articles in Moody Monthly 
magazine revealing the outrage of disruption of the home 
by Soviet authorities. 
Mrs. Zoya Radigina of Perm had been accused of 
wrongly educating the children, aged 11, 8 and 6, and 
suffered the loss of her youngsters in 1973. Their school 
teacher had discovered they were being brought up as 
Christians and testified that the pupils "often gave strange 
religious answers to biological and scientific questions." 
Mrs. Myrna Grant , author of the articles in Moody 
Monthly, said the return of the children was unusual, al-
though wonderfully humane. 
James H. Bowman, religion writer for the Chicago 
Daily News, said the office of Sen. Henry Jackson (D.-
Wash.) received "well over 1,000 letters" after the May, 
1976, issue of the periodical suggested that readers write 
him and ask that Mrs. Radigina's children be returned to 
her. 
Dorothy Fosdick, an aide to Sen. Jackson, told Bow-
man it was " the heaviest mail on any case that Sen. Jack-
son (who has been involved in human rights issues 
throughout the Soviet Union) has handled." 
Sen. Jackson asked each correspondent to write a letter 
also to the Soviet embassy. 
The story came out of information gathered by Keston 
College in Kent, England, which conducts research in Iron 
Curtain countries. The college's source was an under-
ground bulletin issued by the Council of Evangelical Chris-
tian and Baptist Prisoners' Relatives, founded in 1964 by 
the mother of the Rev. Georgy Vins, a Baptist prisoner 
whose cause has been prominent among evangelicals in the 
West. 
The Soviet authorities' explanation, according to Bow-
man, was that Mrs. Radigina lost her children because she 
had done nothing to prevent her husband from sexually 
abusing them. 
God Isn't Bullish on America 
Noted evangelical theologian and author, Dr. Carl F. H. 
Henry, has stated that Western secularism is forcing civili-
zation as we know it ever closer to a civilizational dooms-
day. 
"God isn't bullish on either the United States or 
Canada, let alone Russia and China," said Dr. Henry, 
whose recent major work, God, Revelation and Author-
ity," has gained national media attention. 
"To speak as Christianity does of final judgment—or of 
the 'End of all ends" associated with the second coming of 
Christ ," he added, "is always appropriate, but God is also 
daily judging modern man's moral and spiritual per-
formance and finds it wicked." 
Author of 25 books and editor of a dozen others, Henry 
recently taught in the summer short-term in Regent Col-
lege, Vancouver. 
"The great concerns of spirit, goodness, truth and con-
science are today widely dismissed as 'mickey mouse' stuff 
beneath the interest of contemporary man," he observed, 
"and as a result modern culture is being shorn of meaning 
and worth." 
Henry said that the masses are today being victimized 
by an academic moral vacuum and by their own spiritual 
rebellion. He reported that a university professor of clinic 
psychiatry mentioned to teaching colleagues that his 
highest experience during a sabbatical year was standing in 
the nude and reading poetry in the rain on the steps of the 
student union of a great eastern university. 
"Modern civilization is shadowed by storm-clouds of 
impending judgment and the intellectual stands nude and 
reads poetry," Henry commented. "Contemporary in-
terest focuses pruriently on modern man or woman 
stripped to the buff rather than on humanity hopefully 
covered by the renewing and redeeming grace of God." 
"Our generation has a lowering threshold of tempta-
tion," the evangelical spokesman said. "When the public 
spotlight dims, its animal lusts take over; even the 
elemental sense of public shame is giving way (as in 
rampant lootings during New York's recent energy black-
out). Our 'rights'—unbridled wants with inalienable 
human rights, while it dismisses divine commandments as 
culture-relative myths." 
Henry, who was founding editor of Christianity Today 
magazine, holds that the spirited secular programs of 
social concern and human welfare sooner or later will "run 
out of petrol" because individual self-interest ultimately 
carries the day when love of neighbor is divorced from 
answerability to God. 
